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Dedicated to Innovation 
To celebrate their 50th anniversary: MC-Bauchemie presents art and book project of a different kind 
Dedicated to innovation – that is the guiding principle that has shaped the history of MC-Bauchemie. The company has now invited members from the press to attend an international Golden Jubilee press conference. The programme included the unveiling of a site installation created by the internationally renowned artist, Werner Haypeter, amongst other things. A book project of a different kind was also introduced: “Rather than having a backward-looking celebration we decided to instead produce a commemorative publication, put together in cooperation with international university lecturers and respected experts from the construction field” explains Dr. Bertram R. Müller, Managing Director of MC-Bauchemie.
Numerous journalists accepted the invitation of MC-Bauchemie and attended the Golden Jubilee Press Conference on 30th June in Bottrop. For 50 years now the medium-sized company has been synonymous with cutting-edge solutions for the strengthening of concrete and the preservation of building structures.  MC has has advanced to become one of the leading manufacturers of construction-chemical products and technologies internationally. Today, research & development and production takes place at more than 20 production sites. 40 affiliated companies in Europe and overseas have experts at hand to provide planners, operators and users of structures and systems, and last but not least, applicator companies, with expert assistance. The Group currently employs 1,800 people worldwide. 80 percent of business is done outside of Germany. “Years and years of experience and maintaining a constant dialogue with our partners have become the foundation for our trend-setting solutions, as a result products from MC are becoming the benchmark for industry standards”, says Dr. Müller. 
Art, Science and Technology in Dialogue
A short welcoming speech by Bottrop's major, Monika Budke, was followed by the unveiling of an art installation created by Werner Haypeter. The artist has built his international reputation through many exhibitions and art projects in Germany and abroad. His installation ‘on site’ in Bottrop is made up of two walls that encompass the space like a visual bracket. Mr. Haypeter has deliberately chosen the materials concrete and epoxy resin, because they represent key materials from the familiar MC product environment. MC also took the opportunity of the press conference to introduce its special book project. The 500-page document is currently being put together in close cooperation with international university lecturers and renowned construction specialists. By way of a compilation of expert essays a “state-of-the-art report” on the many different areas in which the company operates, is being drafted.  The topics covered include for example “concrete technological development”, “surface protection in areas subject to permanent water loading" and "strengthening of structures through sealing injections”, to name but a few. The book is anticipated to be completed and available this autumn.
Two core areas as hubs for innovation
Besides these – for an industrial company rather exceptional presentations – a practical example from the construction world was shown to demonstrate MC's commitment to innovation. Frank Huppertz, Area Manager Construction Chemicals at MC, reported on the subject of “Evolution” in the area of concrete admixtures. Such evolution has taken place over the past few years in the face of a tendency towards ever higher and ever more ornamental structures.  Concrete admixtures on the basis of polycarboxylate ethers (PCE) ought to be seen as the crowning glory of this development. “As early as the 1990’s MC recognized this trend and established a special chemical development department. This department exclusively deals with this aspect and developed PCE-based plasticizers very early, enabling the production of visually appealing ultra-high performance concretes", explained Mr. Huppertz. So as to increase flexibility in manufacturing and availability of base materials and raw materials required for these PCEs, MC-Bauchemie is currently building a plant for the manufacture of polymeric materials at the Bottrop location. 
Innovative coating systems for industrial flooring – another area that also needs to fulfil the highest demands in terms of load capacity and visual appearance, was illustrated by Dr. Peer Heine, Head of Flooring Systems at MC. "Especially with floor coating systems from the product range MC-DUR MC has set new standards in the sector. To give an example, MC-DUR 2095 uses high-tech materials and nano technology to achieve high surface hardness and ease of cleaning that is exceptional.  In addition to attractive looking surfaces this also offers the client a high level of cost-savings by reducing cleaning expenditure", reports Dr. Heine. Coating surfaces can thus be enhanced as old and worn surfaces are being repaired with ease, achieving a fresh new look.   
“We envisage being on the right course for the future with these innovative product systems. We intend to pursue this path consistently further in order to be able to offer our partners bespoke solutions that are fit for purpose at all times and to also offer a comprehensive product and services package”, says Managing Director Dr. Müller. 
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Interested professionals can obtain further information on MC-Bauchemie and its products – enquire by telephone +49(0)2041 101-0, Fax +49(0)2041 64017 or email (info@mc-bauchemie.de)
[Artwork_1]
Intended as an artistic research contribution interacting with the operation processes onsite: An installation by artist Werner Haypeter.
Image: MC-Bauchemie, Bottrop/Achim Kukulies, Düsseldorf.
[Artwork_2]
In his work Werner Haypeter deliberately used materials with which MC employees are very familiar, such as concrete and epoxy resin. 

Image: MC-Bauchemie, Bottrop/Achim Kukulies, Düsseldorf.
[Managing Director]

“Dedicated to Innovation”: Dr. Bertram R. Müller, Managing Director of MC-Bauchemie.
Image: MC-Bauchemie, Bottrop.
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